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A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK

The Friends of the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund
and the

Maryland Historical Society
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Baltimore Women Who Married Royalty

(and some who lived to regretit. ...

Sunday September 12:
The Duchess of Windsor
at the Maryland Historical Society

In 1986, on a perfect English spring day, they
buried her where they would never let her live,
on the Royal burial ground, on English soil.
She was the Baltimore woman who snagged
the most eligible bachelor in the world. The
Prime Minister refused to allow Bessie Wallis
Warfield Spenser Simpson, a commoner, an
American, a divorced woman with two living
husbands, near the English throne. Edward
VIII was determined to marry her, even if it
meant abdicating. He realized all that he would
be giving up in the power, the title, the wealth,
the history, and his family. He knew she would
be blamed if it all went wrong. He chose her.
Tour Director Zippy Larson, who wrote this
introduction, will present an engaging and
lively account of this love story that was not
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always the fairy tale it seemed tobe. & RV W X
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Sunday October 17:
Betsy Patterson Bonaparte
at the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion

In 1803, Elizabeth “Betsy” Patterson,renowned
for her scanty attire, attracted the eye of Jerome
Bonaparte, brother of Emperor Napoleon I of
France. They were soon married and within a
year, the enraged emperor annulled the marriage
and expelled the new Madame Bonaparte, who
was expecting Jerome’s child, from Europe,
never to see her husband again. She returned
to Baltimore, where she became a grande dame
of society. Actress Molly Moores will portray
the life of this extraordinary Baltimorean in the
premier of a newly created one-woman show
by Theatre Hopkins Director, Suzanne Pratt.

continued on page 3

Why not become a
“Eriend of the Mansion”

our support can help the Trustees
U L K Vn theif bhgoing éforRiaaéddibte R C
and preserve this historic landmark
property listed in the National Register
as part of the Mount Vernon Place
Historic District and documented in
the Library of Congress as part of the
Historic American Buildings Survey.
p HFor your generosity and appreciation,
v the Trastees grepfiRring aded/bynefits \
to a being a Friend. A Tiffany-Level
Friend ($500 and above) receives four
complimentary brunches and free
admission to upcoming events. A
Tapestry-level ($250-$499) receives
a 50% discount on upcoming events
while a Jacobs-level receives a 25%
discount. All “Friends” will receive
The Heritage quarterly newsletter and
advance notice of public events in the
Mansion. A convenient membership
form is on the back of this newsletter.




MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund is to preserve
and restore the Mansion as a National Historic Landmark and to share the

THE
GARRETT-JACOBS
MANSION
ENDOWMENT FUND

education of the public.

“Ambassadors to the Community”

history, architectural and civic legacy of the Mansion for the benefit and

The Garrett-Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund

Advisory Council
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He adds, “Over the years, they have advised
the Board on ways to increase the Mansion’s
visitorship, expand its public use, and many
other recommendations.” Johns Hopkins of
-RKQ &DUUROO %\U QBaltimore Heritage is pleased to serve on
- -RVHSK &ODUNH  -the Advisory Council. He stated, “Although
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5TH Annual Joint Board of Directors

who care deeply about the Mansion and are
putting their energy into ensuring that it will
survive and flourish for another generation.
Over the last few years, the Advisory Council
has participated in opening the building for
more people to enjoy through events, tours,
and other creative programming. This is an
important direction, and, I think, at the core of
our stewardship.”

Kathleen Waters Sander, Ph.D., Chair

The Council meets once or twice a year for

updates on the progress of the restoration of the
Mansion and discusses future projects, such
as creating a DVD and a laminated brochure
of the Mansion which are now completed.
The DVD can be viewed as a two-part
video on Youtube. The laminated brochure
($10) is located near the receptionist’s
desk. Interested in joining the Advisory
Council? The Council welcomes your help
and ideas! Contact Kathleen Sander:
jksander @earthlink.net.

e Engineers Club and the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund will hold their Fifth

S5RPDLQH 6RPHU Y|LOoMmnual Joint Board of Directors Golf Tournament at The Country Club of Maryland in
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Towson to benefit the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund. Most sponsorships include
all course/cart fees for a foursome as well as lunch, grilled prime meats dinner, on course beer,
soft drinks & water, awards, and a $100 shopping spree for each member of a foursome in

the Callaway tent. For foursome information and sponsorship opportunities, please contact

J Bitner at 410-539-6914 x 103 or J@esb.org.



Performance Series

from page 1

Sunday February 6:

The Caton Sisters

at the Maryland Historical Society

In 1816, Elizabeth, Louisa, and Marianne, the
three eldest daughters of Richard and Mary
Carroll Caton, set out for England. They
were accompanied by Marianne’s husband
and Betsy’s brother, Robert Patterson.
With letters of introduction, the ladies were
brought into English society where they were
known as “The Three Graces” becoming
favorites of the Duke of Wellington. Each
of the graces married into British nobility
and maintained a correspondence with their
grandfather, Charles Carroll of Carrolton.
Dr. Mary Jeske, editor of the Carrollton
papers will describe the extraordinary lives
of these three Americans.

Sunday March 6:
Mistress of Riversdale
at the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion

Rosalie Stier with her aristocratic family
came to America at the time of the French
Revolution. Wooed by George Calvert,
the grandson of the 5th Lord Baltimore,
Rosalie married and lived in Maryland.
Rosalie describes life on the plantation and
in Washington Society in letters sent home
to her family after their return to Belgium.
Performed to great acclaim at the Belgian
Embassy and the Paca House, actress Cherie
Weinert will present this dramatization taken
from Rosalie’s own words.

A gentleman in every sense of the word...

J. William Middelton

ill Middelton is stepping down as

President of the Garrett-Jacobs
Mansion Endowment Fund, but will remain
as a Trustee, chairing Capital Campaign
activities. During his past two years as
President he oversaw restoration and
extensive renovation of the Mansion’s
most significant public spaces including
the Drawing Room and Ballroom as well
as infrastructure renovations. “Bill has
worked tirelessly to unite a volunteer board
with significant backgrounds and talents.
He has spearheaded the capital fundraising
effort, successfully obtaining significant
contributions and grants from both private
and public entities for major preservation
work for the Mansion,” states Charles A.
Meyer, Sr. the incoming President.

Ballroom Restoration Update

Renovation of the John Russell Pope-designed ballroom has
entered an exciting phase. Now that the important “behind
the walls” work is complete, craftsman from Thomas Moore
Studios are carefully restoring the beautiful woodwork
and gilding of the stage proscenium. The results are
breathtaking. The restoration of the stage proceeds during
the Club closure in late summer. Future restoration will be
scheduled subject to successful fund-raising activities.

Bill joined the Board in 2001. “I believe
that all citizens have a duty to support
their community. To be asked to offer
such support is a privilege. Frankly,
it’s rewarding,” he stated that year. The
Mansion’s preservation is a natural outlet
for a man who loves and appreciates art and
history.

Dale Whitehead, ESB’s Executive Director
sums up Bill’s tenure as President by stating
“Mr. Middelton is a gentleman in every
sense of the word. His calm and thoughtful
approach as President has been a motivating
force for the past two years with excellent
results from fundraising efforts as well as
creating a sustained consistency in planning
and execution of the Master Plan.” l

Useful Symposium Details . . .
Costs, Discounts, Brunch, Parking, etc.

General Public

Cost of individual performances: $30.
Entire Series: $100

Members of the Maryland Historical
Society and the Engineers Club

of Maryland
Cost of individual performances: $25.

Entire Series: $75

Have You Been a Friend of the

Mansion for this past year?

Tiffany Level Friend ($500 and above)

Free Admission

Tapestry Level Friend ($250 - $499)

50% discount  $15 each or $50 series
Jacobs Level Friend ($101 - $249)

25% discount  $22.50 each or $75 series

An Optional Champagne Brunch which
is separate from the performance ticket will
be served in the elegant Courtyard of the
historic Garrett-Jacobs Mansion.

Cost: $35 including service charge and
sales tax for those guests who are not
members of the Club.

Cost: $28 for ESB Club members.

The best time for brunch reservations is 12
noon or 12:30 to provide ample eating time

Reservations are required along with
advanced payment by check or credit card
in person, or by credit card over the phone.
Checks should be made payable

to GJMEF and mailed to

11 W. Mt. Vernon Place,

Baltimore, Maryland 21201

Free parking for the entire series at the
Maryland Historical Society.

For all reservations, call Patti

(The Engineers Club) at 410-539-6914. H

Thought You’d Like to Know...
The New GJMEF Officers

Charles A. Meyer succeeds J. William
Middelton as President

Bruce T. Votta succeeds Charles
Meyer as Vice President

Douglas F. Suess, Treasurer

Carl E. Eastwick, Secretary
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obert Garrett, II was

born into wealth and
power as the first-born son of
John Work Garrett, the virtual
founder of the Baltimore and
Ohio Railroad and his mother,
Rachel Ann Harrison Garrett.
He was the heir apparent to
the Railroad and the other
Garrett business interests.
He was named for his
grandfather who emigrated
from Ireland in 1790 at the
age of seven. His father
died on the Atlantic crossing
leaving his  husbandless
mother and siblings to make
their way in America. Robert,
I was a bright, ambitious lad,
who by 1820, had opened
his own wholesale grocery
business, Robert Garrett and
Company located in a three-
story warehouse on Howard
Street (Sander 11). His sons,
John and Henry learned the
family business from bottom
up (Sander 12). In 1832, the
sons inherited the trading
company worth $5,000 from
their father. They had their father’s entrepreneurial flair. By the
Civil War they had parlayed their inheritance into more than a
million dollars—one of the greatest fortunes of its day. The brothers
expanded the business into real estate development, shipping, stock
speculation, and investment banking participating in the growth of
Baltimore City (Fee 17). John Work Garrett was formidable and
shrewd in business, but this article is about Robert, his son.

il S
Robert Garrett 11.

Born in 1847, he was followed by two brothers, T. Harrison (Harry),
Henry (an invalid, most-likely from birth), and a sister, Mary
Elizabeth. Robert was reared among the privileged graduating from
Princeton College in 1867. However, when he was 16, he ran away
from home to join the Virginia Company during the Civil War. His
father persuaded him to return home and complete college.

On the appearance side, he had expensive tastes and the means to
indulge himself. He was reputed to have owned 100 suits and to
have sent 1,000 telegrams to his New York tailor on details like
buttons and cuff sizes. The Chicago Tribune reported that he had 140
pairs of finely tailored pants (Sander 119). He carried a cane, wore a
derby, and a purple flower in the lapel of his tight-fitting jackets. He
was about 5’ 8” tall sporting mutton-chop whiskers. From accounts,
he was vivacious and given to hearty laughter.

George Bernard Shaw (1856-1950)
Candida (1898) Act 1

In 1872 at the age of 25, he
married Mary Sloan Frick, the
daughter of one of Baltimore’s
most prominent lawyers.
Their fathers had served on
boards together. She was
21 years old. He and Mary
resided at 11 West Mount
Vernon Place, a wedding gift
from his parents. The bride’s
father bestowed “Uplands”
the family ancestral estate
near Catonsville to the newly
married couple. It had the
beginning of a well-matched,
Baltimore society marriage.

Robert’s life had all the
trappings and resources of
great wealth and influence.
He had little choice then
to follow in his father’s
footsteps (Sander 58), but
Robert lacked his father’s
determination, business acumen,
and understanding of just,
plain hard work like John
Work’s father had shown him;
nevertheless, he tried.

He joined Robert Garrett & Sons, the company his grandfather
started. His career path swerved abruptly when he found himself
being groomed to succeed his father at the B&O railroad (Sander 57).
Atthe age of 24, four short years after being graduated from Princeton
College, he was catapulted near the top by being elected president of
the Valley Railroad, a short line in the Shenandoah Valley managed
by the B&O. One year into his marriage, the country plunged into
an economic depression. The stock market closed down for 10 days.
Robert’s father became ill that year most likely from the strain of
running his great enterprises. He offered to resign as president of
the B&O, but the Board refused (Sander 61). John Work’s doctor
ordered his wealthy, Victorian-age patient to have rest and relaxation
during a prolonged European tour. B&O vice-president, John King
took over as interim president (Sander 61).

In 1879, Robert was made Third Vice President of the B&O.
Two years later, he advanced to First Vice President that he might
be working closer to his father whose health was failing. Robert
remained head of the Valley Railroad until he assumed the presidency
of the B&O following his father’s death in 1884. Robert was 37—
probably too much for most men in his age and it proved too much
for poor Robert.



Robert had three distinct misfortunes that led to his nervous and
physical collapses. They were: 1. His father’s death in 1884
that advanced him to the president of the B&O. 2. William H.
Vanderbilt’s falling dead right in Robert’s arms in 1885, and 3. His
younger brother, Harry’s ship drowning in 1888. Even with long,
recuperative trips, he never recovered from the triple blows.

Beginning with his father’s death that followed less than a year after
his mother’s death, Robert was now the president of the B&O. For
nearly three decades, John Work Garrett made the B&O, a one-
man railroad. He did not think his sons were qualified. Robert, he
said, only cared for amusement (Fee 27). The elder Garrett wanted
a Baltimore and Ohio extension to New York, a favorite project.
Robert and his father had discussions over it. The elder Garrett
considered the project as premature, too costly, and too great a risk.
The larger-than-life risk taker rejected it. Robert was not deterred.
He began the work almost immediately after his father’s death.

Robert tried to be as aggressive as his father, but railroading perhaps
was not his natural vocation (Sander 132). On December 8, 1885,
he arranged a meeting with William H. Vanderbilt, president of the
New York Central Railroad and son of the omnipotent Commodore
Cornelius Vanderbilt (Sander 132). He wished to obtain the assistance
rather than the resistance regarding a traffic arrangement with the
New York Central and the Hudson River Railroad. Robert unfolded
his plans for establishing terminal facilities on Staten Island for his
railroad. The two adversaries attempted to hammer out a contract
dispute. Robert was pitted against the son of his oldest railroad
antagonist. From an account, it was a quiet conversation. Vanderbilt
listened eagerly; making suggestions. Suddenly Vanderbilt lurched
forward and fell prostrate dead in Robert’s arms. A blood vessel
had burst in his brain. Robert denied vigorously the rumors that
Vanderbilt’s death was brought on by a heated dispute.

From the time Robert assumed the B&O presidency, he found himself
faced with mounting railroad debt and untenable business forces
(Sander 131). He could not settle labor strikes, wrestle competitors in
fare wares, nor quell chaos in his railroad. Robert’s B&O Telegraph
Company could not compete with Jay Gould’s Western Union. It
was a final defeat for Robert. All of these crushing forces where a
backdrop to Vanderbilt’s death.

In October 1887, he submitted his resignation letter to the B&O
Board of Directors. It was the first time in 30 years a Garrett did
not head the B&O. He was succeeded by two other presidents in
quick succession (Fee 27). Robert, his wife Mary Frick, and his
sister, Mary Elizabeth took a trip around the world. They were
accompanied by two physicians. The farther away he travelled from
Baltimore and B&O business his health improved, but the curative
effect ended when they received news that his brother, Harry had
drowned when his luxury yacht, Gleam, collided with a steamer in
the Chesapeake Bay on June 7. Harry went overboard. It was a week
before the sea gave up its dead.

Harry’s death also ended any chance of Robert recovering from
his mental and physical collapses. He had a complete breakdown
in 1887. At some point, he was declared hopelessly insane by his
physicians. He spent much of his remaining years confined to his
Mt. Vernon Mansion under the care of his wife and resident, personal

physician, Dr. Henry Barton Jacobs. In late June of 1896, Dr. Jacobs
recommended a change of scenery, Deer Park the family estate in
Garrett County. It did not matter. On July 29, Robert died in the
cottage next to where his father had died 12 years earlier. The cause
of death was listed as “chronic nephritis” —kidney failure —the same
cause as his father (Sander 216). He was buried on August 1 in
the Garrett family plot in Greenmount Cemetery. He was forty-nine
years old and childless. By 1896, the railroad went into receivership,
the same year as Robert’s death.

His tragic life “appears” pointless, one marked with repeated mental
and physical illnesses that crippled him and his railroad. He was
not entirely to blame for the business failings, but took it just the
same. He and Mary were the pinnacle of Baltimore society and
established in New York and Philadelphia society. They spent
lavish amounts of money on themselves, their residences, their
travels, and their clothes. Robert beautified Baltimore as well
as himself and his homes. As an example, in Mount Vernon, he
installed a fountain and commissioned a bronze reproduction
of a statute of George Peabody (Sander 119). Yet, Robert was
known for giving a generous contribution to every charity.

Robert was humanitarian toward his railroad workers. He originated
the concept known as the B&O’s Employees’ Relief Association
which provided sick and death benefits for its employees. Following
his father’s death, Robert expanded the Association with a savings
feature which “paid high interest on deposits, and a building and loan
section which loaned money to employees for building or purchase
of homes.” (Garrett). Mrs. Garrett supported a free dispensary and
a summer home for children. A fund for the surgical treatment of
children, a sanatorium in Mt. Airy, and a hospital for children bore
Robert Garrett’s name.

George Bernard Shaw was right, but not entirely. Robert did his best
under circumstances and conditions that might have broken any man.
From accounts of his life and times, he was consistent in his integrity.
He may be well remembered for leaving a legacy with his wife’s
support of charitable works indicative of the Garrett family name.

Fee, Elizabeth, Ed. The Baltimore Book: New Views of L.ocal
History. Philadelphia: Temple UP, 1991.

Garrett, James. “The Garrett Family: Were They Charitable
Donors or Venture Philanthropists.” Garrett-Jacobs Mansion
Symposium. Baltimore, Maryland. March 2005.

Sander, Kathleen Waters. Mary Elizabeth Garrett: Society and
Philanthropy in the Gilded Age. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP,
2008

Sincere appreciation to Mr. James Garrett, President of the Evergreen
Foundation for sharing graciously background on the Garrett family.

Thank you to Mrs. René Herbst, Jr. (Carolyn) of The Women’s
Auxiliary of the Engineering Society of Baltimore for her assistance.
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Crush at the Mansion
Friday, November 5, 2010

6:00 p.m. VIP Tasting — Exclusively for Sponsors
7 p.m. General Tasting
$80 per person

Email J at j@esb.org or Stephanie at

SVanDyke@leachwallace.com for
sponsorship information.
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A NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK I
Your support can help the trustees in their on-going effort to i ge 1
restore and preserve this landmark property, listed in the National A.ddress - |
Register as part of the Mount Vernon Place Historic District and (S ST ZAl |
documented in the Library of Congress as part of the Historic . |
American Buildings Survey. Daytllme Phone |
Benefits include a subscription to the Heritage Quarterly, Evem'ng L0 |
advance notice of public events at the Garrett-Jacobs Mansion. E-Mail |
|
Complete this coupon and mail check to: T Slladldioe FLITROY JUL 1QS 1
The Garrett-Jacobs Mansion Endowment Fund, Inc. T A0 TOSERTLE JUL e |
11 West Mount Vernon Place, Baltimore, MD 21201 T $100-$249 -DFREV JULHQG I
410-539-6914 t Upto $100 *DUUHWW )ULHQG by
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(GIMEF) a charitable 501(c)(3) organization.



